
410 Sleeping Beauty.  

(Dornröschen, La bella addormentata.)  

(Announced by a frog [B211.7.1, B493.1]) a daughter is born to a royal couple. A fairy (wise 

woman) who has not been invited to the celebration (baptism) utters a curse that the princess 

(on her 15th birthday) will die of a wound from a spindle (needle, fiber of flax) [F361.1.1, 

F316, G269.4, M341.2.13]. Another fairy changes the death sentence into a long (hundred-

year) sleep [F316.1].  

The king orders that every spindle (needle) in his empire be destroyed; but, because one of 

them has been overlooked, the prophecy is fulfilled [M370]:. The girl meets an old woman 

who is spinning in a hidden chamber, pricks her finger with the spindle, and sinks, together 

with the whole court, into a magic sleep [D1364.17, D1960.3, F771.4.4, F771.4.7]. Around 

the castle grows a hedge of thorns [D1967.1] (the girl is enclosed in a tower).  

At the end of the appointed time, a youth (prince) breaks through the hedge [N711.2] and 

awakens the princess with a kiss [D735, D1978.5] (he impregnates her; she gives birth to two 

children, one of whom sucks the fiber out of her finger and thus disenchants her).  

In some variants the prince takes his wife and children to his family. During his absence the 

evil mother-in-law asks the cook to slaughter and roast the woman and the children. The cook 

disobeys, and the mother-in-law demands that the three be thrown into a tub full of poisonous 

toads and snakes. Unexpectedly the prince returns home, and the mother-in-law herself jumps 

into the tub.  

Remarks: Characteristic motifs are found in two 14th century romances, the French 

Perceforest and the Catalan Frayre de Joye Sor de Plaser. See also Basile, Pentamerone (V,5), 

and Charles Perrault, La Belle au bois dormant.  

 


